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President Donald Trump ad-
dressed a joint session of Con-
gress and the nation on Tuesday in 
hope of promoting a “softening on 
both sides” between congressional 
members, especially in relation to 
the president’s recent proposal for 
a compromise on the immigration 
travel ban.
In a little more than a month 
since Trump assumed office, con-
gressional lawmakers have debated 
issues concerning the economy, 
military spending, infrastructure 
reform, national security and envi-
ronmental protection.
However, the speech largely 
focused on tax reform, the fate of 
Obamacare, the recent immigra-
tion ban that was repealed after a 
Circuit Court judge decreed it to 
be unconstitutional and the wall 
across the U.S. southern border 
accompanying it.
The Wall and merit-based im-
migration
Trump used his speech to pro-
mote the immigration enforcement 
and border security. Trump cited 
that “by finally enforcing our im-
migration laws, we will raise wages, 
help the unemployed, save billions 
of dollars and make our communi-
ties safer for everyone.”
He also addressed the construc-
tion of a wall that would span the 
southern states that border Mexico, 
saying the plans to commence the 
project would “[start] ahead of 
schedule and, when finished, it will 
be a very effective weapon against 
drugs and crime.”
Trump also introduced a new 
immigration system that would 
seek to admit only highly-skilled 
immigrants, while barring low-
skilled immigration from entering 
the country.
Believing that the new system 
would save the United States 
“countless dollars, raise workers’ 
wages and help struggling fami-
lies,” Trump alluded to the goal of 
the reform as a way “to strengthen 
our nation’s security and to restore 
respect for our laws.”
Tax reform
Trump did not give extensive de-
The Ames City Council approved motions 
regarding the hosting of a concert during 
the weekend of this year’s Cy-Hawk football 
game and established a campus and com-
munity commission Tuesday.
The council debated an ordinance estab-
lishing a campus and community commis-
sion to work for the common interests of the 
city of Ames, Iowa State University and Iowa 
State Student Government.
The commission would consist of repre-
sentatives from the business community, 
neighborhood association and the city. It 
would also include appointees from the Iowa 
State administration, Main Street Cultural 
District (MSCD), Campustown Action As-
sociation and Student Government.
The commission would offer opinions 
and recommendations to the council re-
garding issues brought up by the groups it 
represents.
The council unanimously voted to estab-
lish the commission.
City staff will work with the mayor in the 
future to communicate with the partners of 
the commission and discuss logistics of ap-
pointing the members and hosting meetings.
The council also debated whether to allow 
the MSCD to host a concert on Main Street 
on Sept. 8, the Friday before the 2017 Cy-
Hawk football game.
The proposed concert would be titled Fire-
fly Country Night and include a maximum 
attendance of 1,500 people.
Members of the council had safety con-
cerns about hosting the concert on this date, 
as Cy-Hawk weekend is a time when Ames 
sees increased arrests and police calls. They 
feared a concert would further strain Ames 
Police resources.
Representatives from the MSCD said they 
would not host the event if they did not 
fully believe it would be responsible. They 
claimed they have had no police calls at the 
17 events they have hosted in the past.
To further reassure the safety of those 
attending the concert, the organizers in-
creased the number of security personnel, 
moved back the time so the event will end 
at 9 p.m., promised to end beer sales after 8 
p.m. and will set price points at a level that 
caters to an older audience.
Ames Police Chief Chuck Cychosz layed 
out the issues from the perspective of the 
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It happened the summer before her 
freshman year of college.
Brittany Pernell was at a party hosted 
by her ex-boyfriend. They had broken 
up months before and hadn’t spoken 
since, but her friends wanted to go. They 
urged her to come along and clear the 
air so they all could have a good time.
Pernell agreed but on one condition: 
she had to be drunk.
“I had never drank before, so in turn, 
I’d never been drunk before,” Pernell 
said. “On our way to the party I was 
drinking. When we got to the party 
I was drinking.”
When they arrived, she spoke 
with him. As the night went on, 
Pernell said she became sloppy 
and belligerent. Other partygoers 
told Pernell’s ex to “get her” as it 
became clear she was drinking 
too much.
“I don’t know why his interpre-
tation was ‘get her and take her to 
a bedroom,’” Pernell said.
Beyond this point, Pernell can’t re-
member what happened. She was too 
drunk. But when her friend returned 
to the party from a booze run, no one 
could tell her where Pernell was. She 
searched bedroom after bedroom until 
she came upon a locked door. Behind it 
was Pernell and her ex.
“She asked him to open the door and 
he wouldn’t,” Pernell said. “Once I did 
come out, we left immediately after-
ward. I had to ask her the next day what 
happened.”
At first, Pernell wasn’t sure if she was 
raped. They were both drunk, they had 
dated before, perhaps she was into it. 
Perhaps he couldn’t tell the difference.
But a week or so later, the two were 
speaking on the phone.
As she questioned him about the 
party, one sentence confirmed to Per-
nell that she had indeed been sexually 
assaulted.
“There was some point in the con-
versation where he told me that ‘if he 
wouldn’t have done it, somebody else 
would have,’” Pernell said. “After that 
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BARRIERS
Sexual assault is a complex and 
horrible issue. It is personal, it is 
heartbreaking and it is different 
in every case. But if we ever 
want to put an end to sexual 
assault, we have to stop letting 
its complexity get in our way.
This is the seventh story in a 
semester-long series where the 
Daily will publish a multitude of 
stories related to sexual assault, 
including discussions about various 
resources survivors can obtain if 
they are comfortable doing so.
— Emily Barske, editor in chief
By Jessica Enwesi
@iowastatedaily.com
Trump promotes ‘softening’ in Congress 
City council creates campus and community commission
By Chris.Anderson
@iowastatedaily.com
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Sexual assault survivors in minority 
groups face unique struggles
Jayden Pond/
Iowa State Daily
Chris Anderson/Iowa State Daily
City council members Tim Gartin and Bronwyn Beatty-Hansen at the Ames City Council meeting Tuesday.
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WEATHER
WEDNESDAY
Rain/snow mix in the morn-
ing, breezy and mostly 
cloudy
41
26
Weather provided by ISU American Meteorological Society
Feb. 27
An officer investigated a prop-
erty damage collision at Lot 
D3 at 7:05 a.m.
An individual reported the 
theft of tools at the Animal 
Science Teaching Center at 
7:45 a.m.
An off icer  investigated a 
property damage collision at 
Mortensen Road and State 
Avenue at 8:36 a.m.
An officer initiated a drug 
related investigation at the 
Armory Building at 9:38 a.m.
 
An individual reported being 
harassed at Hamilton Hall at 
2:30 p.m.
An individual reported dam-
age to a room and vending 
machine at Hawthorn Market 
and Cafe at 4:29 p.m.
The information in the log comes from 
the ISU and City of Ames police depart-
ments’ records. 
All those accused of violating the law 
are innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.
POLICE BLOTTER
CORRECTIONS
The Iowa State Daily wel-
comes comments and sug-
gestions or complaints about 
errors that warrant correction. 
To submit a correction, please 
contact our editor at 515-294-
5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.
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SIT-DOWN WITH 
KICKSTART THE SUN
EATING DISORDERS 
BREAKDOWN
ACOUSTIC LOUNGE 
RECAP
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
GALLERY
SPRING BREAK 
JEOPARDY
DAILY DOES 
PREVIEW
There is a quiet energy 
between Nolan Adair and 
Justin Kunkel, an under-
standing between the two 
bandmates. Read about the 
band online.
When someone says the 
words “eating disorder,” the 
first thought is usually of an-
orexia or bulimia. However, 
there are several more. Read 
about them online. 
Miss the Iowa State Dai-
ly Acoustic Lounge on the 
Iowa State Daily Facebook 
Live on Monday evening? 
See a final cut on the Iowa 
State Daily Youtube.
Iowa State beat Oklaho-
ma State at Hilton Tuesday 
evening 86-83. Check out 
the photo gallery online 
at iowastatedaily.com or 
@isdphoto.
The Iowa State Daily 
hosted a Spring Break 
Jeopardy on its Facebook 
Live on Tuesday night. See 
the video and recap online 
at iowastatedaily.com.
Curious what the Daily 
Does? Make sure to tune in 
on Wednesday evening on 
the Iowa State Daily Face-
book for the next episode 
of the Daily Does. 
CALENDAR
March 1
March Craft of the Month: 
Vinyl Record Painting: 2 
a.m. at Workspace at the 
Iowa State Memorial Union
Using paint  or  special 
markers, turn a record into 
a piece of wall art. Cost: $8
Pop-up meeting: CyRide 
route changes: 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at Sukup Atrium, 
Biorenewables Complex. 
In this open house, visitors 
can help decide the future 
of CyRide’s route structure 
by viewing and comment-
ing on two proposed op-
tions for the popular bus 
system.
Retirement reception: 
Ken Schmidt: 12:30 p.m. 
to  2:30 p.m. at 0162 Gen-
eral Services Building. Ken 
Schmidt, system control 
tech for building security 
cards, facilities planning 
and management, is retir-
ing. A program will begin 
at 1 p.m.
Workshop: Spring Pruning
Channel: Reiman Gardens:
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Reiman 
Gardens. Join Sarah Rum-
mery, Reiman Gardens’ 
Manager of Horticulture, 
and Sharon Rink, Reiman 
Gardens’ Horticulturist, for 
an informative and hands-
on workshop designed to 
familiarize you with all the 
W’s of early spring pruning, 
including fruit trees. Cost: 
$17.50 (discounts for mem-
bers and ISU students.)
Public meeting: CyRide 
route changes: 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. at 3512 Memorial 
Union. Transit officials will 
outline two proposed route 
options for the CyRide bus 
system, answer questions 
and encourage input from 
attendees.
Meet and greet: ISU Veter-
ans: 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Pride Lounge, Memorial 
Union. The faculty, staff and 
student veteran meet and 
greet is planned as a part of 
the Veterans Learning Com-
munity, but student veter-
ans and family members 
are invited. The purpose of 
the event is to provide an 
opportunity for students to 
meet and network with fac-
ulty and staff from across 
ISU. This is a come and go 
event; feel free to stop by. 
RSVP is appreciated.
Soil Science Seminar Se-
ries: 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 3140 
Agronomy Hall. Evapo-
transpiration partitioning 
in a desert vineyard by Dr. 
Deliana Kool, Iowa State 
University.
Pop-up meeting: CyRide 
route changes: 6 p.m. at 
7:30 p.m. at Younker store-
front, North Grand Mall. In 
this open house, visitors 
can help decide the future 
of CyRide’s route structure 
by viewing and comment-
ing on two proposed op-
tions for the popular bus 
system.
Lecture: Eating Disorders 
Simplified: 7 p.m. at the 
S u n  Ro o m ,  M e m o r i a l 
Union. Eating Disorder 
and Body Image Aware-
ness Week speaker Buck 
Runyan is executive direc-
tor for Remuda Ranch at 
the Meadows eating dis-
orders critical care units 
and in-patient, residential 
programs.
March 2
Youth Program: Caterpillar 
Club: 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 
Reiman Gardens. Join us 
weekly this winter for our 
popular Early Childhood 
Development program 
featuring stories and cre-
ative activities around a 
nature-based theme.
Cyclone Club Luncheon: 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m. at  Alumni 
Center, Reiman Ballroom.
Featured speaker is men’s 
basketbal l  head coach 
Steve Prohm;  emceed 
by Voice of the Cyclones 
John Walters. Luncheons 
are open to the public, 
with an opportunity to 
ask questions, meet Iowa 
State head coaches and 
win prize drawings. An 
optional lunch, catered by 
Hy-Vee, is available. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m. Cost: 
$12 for optional lunch.
Design Career Fair: 12 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Great Hall, 
Memorial Union. A profes-
sional environment for 
students, alumni and em-
ployers to discuss career 
opportunities in design.
Meeting: Professional and 
Scientific Council: 2:10 
p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Gal-
lery, Memorial Union. The 
P&S Council is a repre-
sentative body elected 
by, and responsible to, 
Professional and Scien-
tific employees at Iowa 
State Getting Started with 
Zotero.
All events and descrip-
tions coutesy of the Iowa 
S ta te  events  page  a t 
events.iastate.edu.
Anyone with sugges-
tions for the future of 
CyRide’s route structure 
c a n  a t t e n d  a  p o p - u p 
meeting Wednesday on 
route changes.
The event  wi l l  take 
place from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. in the Sukup 
Atrium at the Biorenew-
ables Complex.
Attendees of the open 
house will have a chance 
to view and comment on 
two proposed options, ac-
cording to the Iowa State 
events website.
The first scenario in-
cludes 11 routes and is 
most similar to the cur-
rent structure, according 
to Inside Iowa State. The 
second scenario includes 
two new routes, a new ex-
press service, a new type 
of transit service and the 
removal of the Gray route. 
Three additional routes 
were removed from both 
options.
A public meeting on the 
route changes will take 
place from 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. in 3512 Memorial 
Union, and another pop-
up meeting will take place 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Younker storefront in 
North Grand Mall.
Students can also take 
an online survey on the 
two options at https://
w w w . s u r v e y m o n k e y .
com/r/mycyride.
By Kyle.Heim
@iowastatedaily.com
SPORTS
NEW TENNIS 
FACILITIY
The Iowa State tennis 
team may be settling into 
the spring season, but that’s 
not the only new beginning 
this season. 
The two-court complex 
opened in December, and 
the Cyclones have made 
themselves right at home. 
Read the full story online.
Recap: Spring Break Jeopardy
CyRide hosts pop-up
Every semester,  the 
Veterans Center hosts a 
meet and greet for facul-
ty, staff and student vet-
erans. This semester, the 
event will take place from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Colonel Pride 
Veterans Lounge in the 
Memorial Union.
The event will be open 
to the public, and every-
one is welcome. Some 
veterans take advantage 
of this opportunity by 
inviting their professors 
and spending time with 
them.
Jathan Chicoine, direc-
tor of the Veterans Cen-
ter, talked about how the 
event is great for helping 
the veterans to network 
and create new connec-
tions.
“[This event] helps to 
increase the opportu-
nity for interaction from 
faculty and staff to the 
veterans,” Chicoine said.
Vet center hosts meet and greet
By Emily.Schroer
@iowastatedaily.com
Spring Break Jeopardy 
was streamed Tuesday 
night by the Iowa State 
Daily on Facebook Live.
The contestants, Nick 
Krone, Alex Williams and 
Cole Staudt, answered ge-
ography questions about 
the different regions of the 
United States, and the win-
ner received $50 gift cards 
to Wild Water Car Wash 
and the ISU Bookstore, as 
well as some Spring Break 
items like sunscreen, aloe 
and a water gun.
The categories covered 
the Northeast,  South, 
Midwest, West and a mis-
cellaneous section. The 
questions ranged from ask-
ing about state capitals, 
monuments, inventions 
and more.
While some of the Jeop-
ardy-style questions were 
easier like, “This is the 
smallest state in the U.S.” 
The contestants were also 
challenged with questions 
such as, “This state claims 
to have invented the ice 
cream sundae.”
The contestants were 
evenly scored throughout 
most of the show, but when 
they were asked which 
state was the first to give 
women the right to vote, 
the pack separated.
At the end of the show, 
Williams was announced 
the winner with 18 points, 
Krone was is second place 
with 16 points and Staudt 
took bronze with 14 points.
CyRide to see 
potential route 
changes
Maddie Leopardo/Iowa State Daily
A member of the ISU Symphony Orchestra plays the violin during the performance at Stephens Audito-
rium on Tuesday.
SNAPSHOT
Ryan Bretoi/Iowa State Daily
Alex Williams, Nick Krone and Cole Staudt participated in the first-ever Iowa State Daily Spring Break Jeopardy Tuesday 
night. Williams won with 18 points. 
By Emma.Blickensderfer
@iowastatedaily.com
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One might see some people walking 
around Wednesday with a smudge of black 
on their foreheads.
For those who don’t know, Wednesday is 
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning 
of Lent for many Christian denominations.
“Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, 
our season of Lent, which goes from Ash 
Wednesday to the Easter services,” Father 
Jon Seda, pastor at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, said. “The symbolism there is we 
put ashes on our forehead, and it indicates 
where we’ve come from and where we’re go-
ing. We’ve come from ashes, we come from 
the Earth and we’re returning to the Earth. 
It’s an ancient sign of repentance.”
The practice of going through Lent before 
Easter has a purpose rooted in returning to a 
stable relationship with God.
Seda said a lot goes into the preparation 
for Ash Wednesday at St. Thomas Aquinas, 
as it is one of the church’s busiest days of 
the year. There are five liturgies throughout 
the day — 7 a.m., noon, 5:15 p.m., 7:15 p.m. 
and 9:15 p.m. Ashes are distributed at each 
one. This requires the assistance of many 
people in order to cater to the vast amount 
of attendees.
“It is amazing how many students come to 
the Ash Wednesday mass,” Seda said.
Seda also mentioned other Catholic 
churches in the Ames area that will have 
mass for Ash Wednesday.
Another denomination familiar with the 
practice of Lent is the Lutheran faith. The 
Memorial Lutheran Church in Ames will 
have an Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m.
“For us, the importance of [Ash Wednes-
day] is it is at the beginning of Lent, a season 
of repentance and reflection and renewal; 
being reminded of our own sinfulness and 
our need for God’s grace,” David R. Beagley, 
associate pastor at Memorial Lutheran 
Church, said.
Beagley said there are a few differences 
in how Catholics practice Lent compared to 
how Lutherans practice it.
“The big difference is instead of having 
to give up certain things like eating meat 
on Fridays, it is something that individuals 
choose to do on their own,” Beagley said.
The Memorial Lutheran Church, like St. 
Thomas Aquinas, anticipates a large congre-
gation for the Lenten service, many of whom 
will be Iowa State students.
Nick Maki, junior in civil engineering, is 
one of the students who will attend a service 
at St. Thomas. Maki grew up Roman Catholic 
and has practiced Lent and other traditions 
his entire life.
“Though it is difficult to understand when 
you are young, the tradition becomes much 
more meaningful when you are older,” Maki 
said. “This day marks the beginning of the 
Lent season. It marks the start of an old tra-
dition of penance and fasting during Lent.”
Maki said the ash crucifix drawn on the 
forehead represents the dust from which 
God made humans.
“It is a humbling experience and a time 
when you fill yourself with the Lord,” Maki 
said. “The season is a very personable time 
where you reflect on your duties and what 
you should be doing in order to strengthen 
your relationship with God.”
Ames churches 
to host mass on 
Ash Wednesday
By Alex.Ivanisevic
@iowastatedaily.com
Sustainapalooza event encourages  
students to reduce, reuse, recycle
Student helps others with low 
vision in STEM education
THE MARTIAN
The eighth annual Symposium on 
Sustainability concluded Tuesday night 
with the event “Sustainapalooza: There 
is no Planet B.”
The Symposium on Sustainability 
seeks to engage community members in 
discussions related to research projects, 
initiatives, events and operations that 
embrace a sustainable future.
The Symposium was sponsored by 
Iowa State’s Office of Sustainability and 
The Green Umbrella organization.
The Sustainapalooza event consisted 
of a sustainability poster and tabling 
session that highlighted campus and 
community initiatives and accomplish-
ments in promoting sustainability and 
living green.
Four Green It Yourself centers featured 
topics of green cleaning, upcycling, 
laminated posters and vinyl banners into 
products to keep your organized, on-the-
go and extended shelf-life meals in a jar.
The event also included a clothing 
swap, donation of non-perishable food 
items for the ISU student food pantry, 
The SHOP, local food refreshments and 
giveaway items.
Paige Vanderleest, campus and com-
munity engagement intern for the Office 
of Sustainability, relates the importance 
of having an event like Sustainapalooza 
on the Iowa State campus to being able 
to educate people on what sustainability 
truly means.
“I think it’s important because a lot 
of students’ idea of sustainability is you 
have to invest a lot of money,” Vander-
leest said.
Sustainability could be as simple as 
turning off the water when brushing 
By Katlyn.Campbell
@iowastatedaily.com
Although she has never been able to see 
graphs and figures in her math and science 
classes, Ashley Nashleanas works with 
them every day for her studies.
Nashleanas, graduate student in educa-
tion, has been blind her whole life. Never-
theless, her disability has not stopped her 
from becoming a Paralympic swimmer, 
completing her bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry at the University of Notre Dame and 
getting a master’s degree in chemistry from 
Iowa State.
Now, Nashleanas is doing research to 
help other students like herself be able to 
use graphics in a more accessible way.
Nashleanas grew up in Hinton, a small 
town in northwest Iowa. She was always 
interested in the sciences, even as a young 
child. Learning how and why things worked 
fascinated her.
As Nashleanas started to take higher 
level science courses in high school, such 
as physics and chemistry, math became 
another strong interest of hers. But some-
thing was missing.
“Accessibility was hard,” Nashleanas 
said. “I had textbooks in Braille, but they 
wouldn’t include the graphs that were in 
the original text. So some of the information 
was missing, which made it more difficult 
to understand what I was given.”
Nashleanas said she got lucky. In high 
school, a small network of people was able 
to look out and help make the best possible 
learning environment for her.
“I talked to my teachers about how we 
could construct images and fill the gaps,” 
Nashleanas said. “Other people I’ve met, 
either during my undergrad or getting my 
master’s, were in less fortunate situations. 
A lot don’t have that support.”
While studying chemistry as an un-
dergrad, Nashleanas made friends with 
other students who were blind or had 
vision impairments. Many of these peers 
had a harder time filling the missing gaps 
in their education while in high school. She 
said these experiences led her to want to 
help people know what options they have 
to work with.
Nashleanas’ current research deals with 
creating ways to make graphics and images 
used in high school algebra courses acces-
sible to students with low vision. The stud-
ies deal with not only giving students with 
abnormal vision options to “view” images 
but also how to create graphics themselves.
“Algebra is what can start or stop motiva-
tion,” Nashleanas said. “In elementary and 
middle school, they usually don’t use many 
graphs, and in college, students already 
have some sort of idea in their minds of 
what they can accomplish. … High school 
is sort of that sweet spot.”
Some technology is already available 
for low-vision students to use in STEM 
courses, such as technographics, but it can 
be costly and take a fair amount of time to 
create images.
Nashleanas and her supervising profes-
sors, Gary Phye and Anne Foegen, want to 
create options for students and teachers 
to use on the fly when funds and time are 
unavailable.
Nashleanas gave an example of a graph 
created using a Braille embosser that cre-
ates bumps on paper that a person with low 
vision can feel to get an idea of an image or 
to read text. The creation is effective for the 
user, but when asked if this was a more ex-
pensive option to use, Nashleanas laughed.
“Oh yeah,” she said. “These things can 
By Mary.Pautsch
@iowastatedaily.com
In the 2015 film, “The Martian,” astro-
naut Mark Watney survives after being 
stranded on Mars by cultivating crops.
Raegan Hoefler, Iowa State senior in 
genetics, is conducting a study along-
side Thomas Peterson, biology 212 
professor, to see if this is plausible by 
looking at transposable elements. Pe-
terson is a professor and pioneer chair 
in maize molecular genetics.
The name of her project is “Growing 
Maize on Mars: Effects of Irradiation 
Induced Transposable Element Activity 
on Plant Survival and Development.” 
It was awarded to her with a $7,000 
scholarship from the Iowa Space Grant 
Consortium.
Working in maize genetics, Peterson 
never saw the connection between ge-
netics and a space grant.
“She came up with this possibility of 
how can we test whether it would really 
be possible to grow a crop plant, that’s 
used to an earth environment, in a space 
environment,” Peterson said.
“‘The Martian’ had just come out and 
was something we and the public could 
relate to,” Hoefler said.
Transposable elements (transposons) 
are sequences of DNA that can move 
around within the genome. Most of 
these transposons are considered silent, 
meaning they’re not expressed or active.
The research is based on the findings 
of Barbara McClintock, a maize geneti-
cist in the 1940s who studied corn that 
had been irradiated to produce broken 
chromosomes.
Through her studies, she put forth a 
theory: these transposons are resident 
in our genomes. Most may be silent, 
but in times of stress or new environ-
mental conditions, they may become 
active and cause rearrangements in 
the genome that may be adaptive and 
provide benefit.
“We know that in space and on Mars, 
plants will be exposed to radiation be-
cause they don’t have the atmosphere 
to protect,” Peterson said. “What would 
that do to the transposable elements to 
that genome?
“If we try to grow plants in space, will 
the transposons become active, and if 
they do, will it be helpful or destructive? 
If they all became active at the same 
time, the chromosome would just shat-
ter,” Peterson said.
At a greenhouse in the Molecular Bi-
ology Building, Hoefler exposes maize 
crops to different levels of ultraviolet 
and X-ray radiation. She will then mea-
sure the height of each individual plant 
she’s testing.
In the next couple of weeks, Hoefler 
will send her plant DNA to BGI America 
to get sequenced. This will allow her 
to see if transposable elements have 
moved. She hopes to finish the study 
next fall.
 “Growing up on a farm, I always knew 
I wanted to do something with agricul-
ture,” Hoefler said. “I’ve always been 
interested in what mechanisms crops 
and plants use to tolerate stresses.”
Hoefler believes this is important as 
the possibility of living on Mars, and 
the earth becoming more Martian-like, 
grows.
“Hopefully I can contribute to how 
the public perceives science and how 
they perceive their food,” Hoefler said.
By Kai.Creswell
@iowastatedaily.com
Dineh Bohan/Iowa State Daily
Raegen Hoefler, junior in genetics, holds some of her plants she has been growing for her research project “Maize on Mars.”
Katlyn Campbell/Iowa State Daily
Olive McLean, senior in marketing, participates in the Sustainapalooza event Tuesday at the Memorial Union.
SUSTAINABILITY p4
MAIZE
VISION p4
ISU senior conducts study relating to transposable elements 
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Crossword
Sudoku by  the Mepham Group
Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 3-by-
3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 
9. For strategies 
on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.
org.uk
LEVEL:
1 2 3 4
1 Thin streaks
6 Influenced by, 
recipe-wise
9 Ones who deal with 
dealers
14 First name in 
furniture
15 Editor’s job
17 Seeking lodging
19 Unidentified Jane
20 Tugboat sound
21 Commodities 
dealer
22 Summit meeting 
goal
24 18-Down, with 
“down”
26 Rearing place
27 Pulling away
31 This and that
32 Deep gulf
33 Global financial 
org.
36 Mexican super-
model Elsa
39 Hardly transitory
41 Gig session
42 Venetian island
44 1998 Sarah 
McLachlan hit
45 More at dinner
48 Suffix with school
51 CIA predecessor
52 London home 
of Constables and 
Sargents
53 Block deliverers of 
yesteryear
55 Powerful lobby for 
seniors
57 Cape Canaveral’s 
st.
60 Stadium support-
ers, and a hint to their 
cry hidden in 17-, 27- 
and 45-Across
63 Self-control
64 Felt poorly
65 “Golden Boy” 
playwright
66 “Hello, ewe!”
67 Mausoleums
1 Metalworking union
2 “Was __ hard on 
her?”
3 Crime scene clue
4 K2 is on its border: 
Abbr.
5 State secrets?
6 Cornstarch brand
7 Right hook setup
8 Noisy scene
9 “Mayberry R.F.D.” 
setting
10 Nearby
11 __ la Plata
12 Attends
13 Dik Browne pooch
16 Evaluation for 
creative types
18 Make a memo of
23 Yours, to Yvette
25 “Now I remember!”
27 Watch chains
28 Peter Fonda’s 
beekeeper
29 Medicine cabinet 
items
30 Suffix with malt
33 Low-budget pic, 
usually
34 Chief
35 Coach’s challenge 
indicator
37 StubHub offerings, 
briefly
38 Latvia neighbor
40 Spellbound
43 Baked, layered 
entrée
45 Clown Kelly
46 French I infinitive
47 Purring snuggler
48 Extremely tiny
49 Needed liniment
50 Creator of many 
pieces?
54 Writes the wrong 
zip code, say
56 Pooch in who-
dunits
58 Award-winning 
comic book writer 
Jeph
59 Additions
61 Pointed end
62 South-of-the-
border uncle
Down
Across
Horoscopes by  Linda Black
Aries - 9
(March 21-April 19) 
You’re distracted 
from work. Expect 
transformations today and 
tomorrow. Wear your confidence 
with aplomb. Check to see if the 
orders have changed. Check your 
course, full speed ahead. 
Taurus - 9
(April 20-May 20)
Schedule carefully. 
Something’s coming 
due. Over the next two days, clean 
up old messes. Creative insight 
fixes them secretly... you don’t 
need to take credit. Just make it 
happen. You can get through it.
Gemini - 9
(May 21-June 20) 
A new money-making 
scheme occurs to 
you. Your friends are a big help 
over the next few days. Listen 
carefully. Together, you can move 
mountains. Don’t act in haste. Test 
the limits first. Divvy the spoils.
Cancer - 9
(June 21-July 22)
Consider career 
advancement today 
and tomorrow. Plan every move 
before launching. Give thanks for 
willing hands. Stick with the basics. 
Insight illuminates your studies, 
and angels guide your actions. 
Leo - 9
(July 23-Aug. 22)
The next two days 
are good for travel. 
Clean and organize. Don’t touch 
savings. Chart your course, and 
get feedback from companions 
before spending. Rebellions could 
flare. Expect the unexpected.
Virgo - 9
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Take on more 
responsibility. 
Publicize your efforts today and 
tomorrow. Prayer and meditation 
are powerful tools. They can cool a 
chaotic moment. Get inspired by 
the competition.
Libra - 9
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
 Partnership 
negotiations occur 
today and tomorrow. Recognize 
your own stubbornness, and let 
go some. Compromise. Accept 
an idea from someone else. Get 
transparent with agendas.
Scorpio - 9
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Focus on your work 
today and tomorrow. 
It could get busy and even intense. 
Meetings conflict with family 
time. Put love into your efforts 
and team. Don’t get into a silly 
argument. Provide excellence.
Sagittarius - 9
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Get into a two-day 
luxuriously lovely 
phase. You’re looking especially 
good. Public duties or even a 
confrontation could take from 
private time. Sense the tension 
around you, and defuse it. 
Capricorn - 9
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
You’re good at solving 
problems. Get what 
you need delivered. Sink into a 
two-day homebody phase. Get 
fully into a household project. 
Review basic assumptions and 
reassess your view. 
Aquarius - 9
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
 Share feelings. 
Unexpected 
costs could alter a plan. You’re 
exceptionally intelligent, and 
can find the perfect solution. 
Revolutionize your attitude. Re-
assess your budget. 
Pisces - 9
(Feb. 19-March 20)
Things could get 
lucrative today and 
tomorrow. Contemplate the 
costs before buying new stuff. 
With fierce competition, quality 
materials do matter. Make sure 
more money comes in.
Today’s Birthday
(03/01/17)
Growth and happiness intertwine with community, friends and family 
this year. Serve a vision for greatest reward. This month’s eclipses (10/8, 
23) spark a new phase in partnership, and profitable possibilities. 
Flexibility allows grace and velocity. Apply yourself for financial benefit 
through 12/23, when a new phase in creativity and communication 
percolates. Wear your dancing shoes.
cost thousands of dollars.”
Nashleanas gave another 
example of a more cost- and 
time-effective option of a 
graph. Pipe cleaners were 
glued to a sheet of paper to 
form the shape of the graph, 
with Braille only used on the 
axis to show what numbers 
were represented.
“With this one, well, I 
mean, pipe cleaners will 
cost you nothing,” she said.
Other options Nashleanas 
and her professors have 
been using are things such 
as Play-Doh to create phys-
ical 3-D shapes for blind 
people to feel and measure 
out for geometry lessons. 
No two cases of blindness 
are completely the same, 
so the team tries to cater to 
the needs of the individual 
student or school they are 
working with.
Nashleanas, Phye and 
Foegen have been work-
ing with high schoolers and 
teachers across the country 
for their research. A lot of 
networking has gone into 
finding students and schools 
to participate.
Nashleanas’ academic ad-
viser had connections to the 
Iowa Braille School, which 
in turn was able to put the 
team in contact with teach-
ers and schools throughout 
the United States.
N a s h l e a n a s  s a i d  t h e 
teachers they have collabo-
rated with have been ac-
cepting of their ideas, but 
they have been met with 
some unawareness. She said 
some people take a bit more 
time to get started, but they 
have never been reluctant 
to become more aware of 
the needs of blind students.
“I think it’s unfortunate to 
be reluctant with those who 
beg for accommodations,” 
Nashleanas said. “They’re 
shutting themselves out 
from learning with others.”
Despite positive numbers 
and data in their research, 
Nashleanas believes that 
asking for complete aware-
ness for the needs of low-vi-
sion students in schools is a 
tall order. She said blindness 
is a rarity, and it would be a 
long process to assess the 
needs of different people.
Nevertheless, finding 
success individually is not 
as much of a tall order for 
Nashleanas. She said that al-
though she thinks the play-
ing field for STEM students 
is initially uneven, when 
people with abnormal vision 
find their own academic 
support group, there is more 
equality as they begin to dis-
cover what works for them.
“I didn’t know what I 
needed at first, so I looked at 
blogs and talked to people, 
teachers,” Nashleanas said. 
“But when you do know 
what you need, and have 
people working with you, it 
gets easier.”
your teeth, recycling on 
campus or reusing water 
bottles and mugs at din-
ing halls,  Vanderleest 
said.
U p o n  e n t e r i n g  t h e 
Memorial Union, par-
ticipants were met with 
a  d i s p l a y  s h o w c a s i n g 
questions related to how 
they can lessen their en-
vironmental impact.
O n  a  s i g n  t h a t  r e a d 
“What changes would 
you make if you were to 
cut your consumption by 
25 percent to help pre-
serve our water?,” stu-
dents wrote,  “use less 
w a t e r  w h e n  w a s h i n g 
dishes,” “take shorter 
showers” and “use rain 
barrels for water garden 
and house plants.”
The SHOP, Students 
Helping Our Peers, col-
lected non-perishable 
f o o d  i t e m s  t o  s p r e a d 
awareness of its organi-
zation.
“We try to help mini-
mize food waste,” Daniel 
Rincon-Perez, secretary 
for The SHOP, said.
B y  d o n a t i n g  f o o d 
products that would oth-
erwise go unused in the 
back of  people’s  pan-
tries, they were encour-
aged to donate them to 
Iowa State students in 
need.
Cathy Twito, director 
of design and merchan-
dise at  Overflow, also 
was at the event.
Overflow, a non-prof-
it thrift store in Ames, 
seeks to give back to the 
vulnerable people who 
need help, Twito said.
“ W e ’ r e  k i n d  o f  l i k e 
a Goodwill, only we’re 
clean, cute and creative,” 
Twito said.
O v e r f l o w  d o n a t e d 
more than $72,000 last 
year to those in need and 
gave away free T-shirts 
at this year’s Sustaina-
palooza event.
Twito referred to cloth-
ing swaps and thrifting 
as “the ultimate in recy-
cling.”
Wheatsfield Coopera-
tive, a natural foods gro-
cery store, set up a booth 
during Sustainapalooza 
to bring awareness to 
students who are inter-
ested in fresh, local and 
organic food.
Andrew Minard, facili-
ties manager at Wheat-
sfield Co-Op, said that 
because a lot of students 
don’t go off campus of-
ten, it’s  important for 
them to see local green 
businesses.
A presentation of the 
Live Green! Awards for 
Excellence in Sustain-
ability recognized mem-
bers of Iowa State who 
are making an impact on 
campus sustainability.
The event  conclud-
ed with a screening of 
“Painted Poison” and 
“Food Scarcity.”
The fi lms addressed 
the relationship among 
socia l ,  economic  and 
environmental sustain-
ability. 
Dakota Olson and Lak-
shmi Karuparthy from 
the films gave their in-
p u t  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
and how millennials can 
help make a change in 
the world during a pan-
el discussion after the 
screening.
VISION p3
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The future of Iowan agriculture is in 
limbo after the Mexican threat to ban 
corn imports from the United States.
The Trump administration has 
shared varying plans on United States 
removal from NAFTA, a trade agree-
ment among the United States, Mex-
ico and Canada. This would allow the 
United States to impose trade tariffs 
on products, including corn.
Upon hearing the news, Mexican 
officials have threatened to ban im-
ports of corn from the United States 
if the tariffs are imposed.
“Mexico is our No. 1 export market 
for corn,” Chad Hart, associate pro-
fessor of economics, said. “They buy 
about 25 percent of all the corn that 
we export out of the United State.”
Bruce Babcock, professor of eco-
nomics, said the United States, espe-
cially the state of Iowa, produces more 
corn than can possibly be consumed 
by its population.
With a surplus of corn, prices would 
be inclined to drop.
“The price of corn, hogs and lots of 
other commodities will drop signifi-
cantly,” Babcock said. “Land prices 
will drop, banks that are heavy on 
farm lending will suffer stress, and the 
economic vitality of America would 
suffer a hit.”
Schmidt said farmers are already 
going through a rough patch as they 
are losing money and paying more for 
produce than they’re getting for their 
products.
Farmers and other major compa-
nies that deal with Mexico could face 
future struggles due to the damage to 
Latin American relations.
A possible solution to this financial 
hardship is to begin trade relations 
with other countries, Steffen Schmidt, 
professor of political science, said.
But the prices of trade would still 
increase, as transportation plays a key 
role. Hart and Schmidt agreed that 
current trade with Mexico is carried 
out by train, an inexpensive mode of 
transportation.
In other proposed countries, ships 
or ocean vessels would have to be 
used, which would increase the price.
Both countries will face immediate 
economic hardship, Hart said. With 
Mexico’s plans to purchase corn from 
other countries, its sources would also 
be overseas.
So why would Mexico want to pay 
more for its corn than it would with 
U.S. tariffs? Schmidt said it’s a matter 
of pride.
“The Trump administration has 
done a tremendous amount of dam-
age to the U.S. relations with many 
Latin American countries,” Schmidt 
said.
Mexicans are upset about the way 
that the Trump administration has 
treated Latin Americans in the United 
States and are looking for a way to 
express that, Schmidt said.
“It’s not just about the tariffs. It’s 
much bigger,” Schmidt said.
By opposing NAFTA and going back 
on a trade agreement, the U.S. reputa-
tion would be altered even further.
“The Trump administration is un-
even, with Donald Trump saying one 
thing and a lot of the people in his ad-
ministration saying something else,” 
Schmidt said. “So, it’s hard to predict 
which is going to prevail.”
Schmidt said rather than face these 
potential risks, NAFTA will likely be 
renegotiated rather than repealed.
“It’s a signal of bigger things to 
come,” Babcock added.
Mexico threatens food fight against U.S.
By Alli.Weaver
@iowastatedaily.com
Max Goldberg/Iowa State Daily
Mexican officials have threatened to ban imports of corn from the United States if it imposes 
trade tariffs on products, including corn. 
Ames Police Department. 
Cychosz said hosting an 
event like this could actually 
act as a benefit to safety in 
the city during the weekend.
The reasoning was that 
structured events act as a 
sort of deterrent from other 
events such as house parties, 
which might lead to more 
dangerous situations than 
a concert with security staff 
present.
Councilwoman Gloria 
Betcher still was concerned 
about the safety due to in-
creased traffic in Ames from 
the Cy-Hawk football game.
“It’s not about the event 
per se,” Betcher said. “It’s 
about Cy-Hawk weekend. ”
Past riots during Veishea 
was a concern for Betcher. 
She said she doesn’t want 
to put the Ames Police in 
a situation that “reflects 
the unfortunate events of 
Veishea.”
The rest of the council 
ultimately decided that the 
benefits of bringing in rev-
enue to the city and steering 
people away from house 
parties pointed in favor of 
hosting the concert.
“Another motion that 
generated much debate was 
whether to grant additional 
tax abatements to Barilla.
Barilla, a pasta manufac-
turing plant in Ames, hopes 
to expand its facility.
Its expansion would in-
clude additional railway 
tracks and additional grain 
silos, as well as create 41 
jobs. Barilla is asking for in-
creased tax abatements if 
it chooses to make the im-
provements to the Ames 
facility.
The council was put under 
pressure as the city of Avon, 
the location of Barilla’s 
other plant, offered Barilla 
tax abatements equating to 
$8 million should it choose 
to do the improvements in 
Avon, New York.
The abatements offered 
by Avon, which were 100 
percent of the value of the 
new addition and 50 percent 
of the value of the existing 
plant for 10 years, was ac-
knowledged as unusually 
large by the city manager.
Councilman Tim Gartin 
expressed his support for 
the city, offering additional 
tax cuts for Barilla due to the 
jobs the expansion would 
create. He noted that he saw 
a need for less-skilled labor 
in the city.
Due to Barilla being con-
sidered a “good corporate 
citizen” by the council, the 
council approved the city 
manager’s plan to grant a 
tax abatement of $3 million 
to Barilla if it plans to do 
the expansion in the city 
of Ames.
COUNCIL p1
tails on how his administra-
tion would provide tax re-
lief but mentioned that he 
had compiled an economic 
team “that will reduce the 
tax rate on our companies 
so they can compete and 
thrive anywhere and with 
anyone.”
Military spending
The president also used 
his platform to shed light 
on his recent comments 
pertaining to mil i tary 
spending. In his address 
to the joint session of Con-
gress, Trump laminated a 
decision to provide “a bud-
get that rebuilds the mili-
tary, eliminates the defense 
sequester and calls for one 
of the largest increases in 
national defense spending 
in American history.”
He also offered to in-
crease funding for military 
veterans.
Health care
The president also called 
on the Democrats and Re-
publicans to help repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, 
or Obamacare. He out-
lined five principles that 
would be used to shape 
a new health care system 
designed by his adminis-
tration:
1. Those with pre-exist-
ing health conditions can 
still seek access to proper 
health care and that Ameri-
cans are able to move be-
tween state health care ex-
changes, or marketplaces.
2. Expand the Health Sav-
ings Account, so that Amer-
icans are able to purchase 
a customizable health care 
coverage through the gov-
ernment.
3. Allocate the proper 
funds, resources and legis-
lative power to state gover-
nors to ensure the contin-
ued stability of Medicaid.
4. Implement legal safe-
guards for patients and 
doctors to protect both 
groups from increasing 
medical insurance costs 
and prescribed medication.
5.  Al low health care 
exchanged to cross state 
lines and create a competi-
tive national marketplace 
to help reduce insurance 
costs.
TRUMP p1
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As spring break approaches, focus first on 
upcoming midterm exams and then plan for 
your week off. 
Midterm  
success  
begins with 
preparation
Ten days from today, spring break 
will start. But before then, one needs 
to make it through the last days of 
midterm exams. Some students get 
distracted between studying and 
planning for the break.
Although each individual has his or 
her own unique way of studying and 
preparing for the exams, there are 
general tips to help everyone make 
the most of their midterms and final 
exams as well. If you haven’t already, 
check to see which of your classes 
and professors offer study guides. 
Using a study guide while studying 
the class material can save time — a 
lot of time.
To add, it’s extremely beneficial to 
visit with your professor during his 
or her office hours. Not only is this 
a great way to gain a better under-
standing of difficult concepts, but 
it could even potentially lead to tips 
and hints for the exam itself.
If you find studying in a group ef-
fective, then join a group as soon as 
you can. If you find it ineffective, do 
not waste your time studying with 
other students. Either way, make 
sure to set a studying schedule and 
follow it. This may be a little late to 
be said, but you will find it useful in 
the future. 
Furthermore, avoid cramming; 
it will just mess up everything you 
studied and make it difficult to recall 
the information you have already re-
tained in your mind during the exam.
Having a good sleep the night be-
fore the exam is crucial. It will help 
you better focus when taking the 
exam and make understanding the 
questions easier. Staying up all night 
may negatively impact your memory. 
In addition to getting plenty of 
sleep, eat well and keep working 
out or exercising. These activities 
will maintain your physical well-
ness, keep you away from unwanted 
sickness during the midterm exams 
period and provide your body and 
mind with plenty of energy.
While taking the exam, read over 
all the questions and general in-
structions, if found, carefully. Un-
derstanding the question takes you 
halfway to the answer. 
One mistake a lot of students do 
is they stress over the questions that 
they don’t know the answer to, which 
costs them time they can’t afford to 
lose. When you don’t know the an-
swer of a question, move to the next 
one and come back later. And when 
a question is worth more points than 
others, give it more time.
Before handing in your exam, make 
sure you review your answers. You 
might find yourself making easy or 
small mistakes or missing points just 
because you were writing fast or you 
were not fully focused. To add, some-
times you can give more detailed 
answers if you have time, and that is 
why reviewing the test after you’ve 
finished it is very important to get the 
best grade possible.
Courtesy of Getty Images
Someone in the United States is sexually assaulted every 98 seconds, and 1 in 6 women will be sexually assaulted, according to the Rape, Abuse & Incest 
National Network. Columnist Spanbauer argues that victim blaming discourages victims from coming forward about the crimes committed against them. 
ENOUGH VICTIM
BLAMING
We live in a society dominated by rape culture. Victims are often asked questions such as 
“What were you wearing?” and “How 
much did you have to drink?” when 
reporting cases of sexual assault. These 
leading questions can make the victim 
feel as if they are in part at fault for the 
horrible crime committed upon them.
“Victim blaming” is the act of putting 
the blame for a crime on the victim, 
saying they are in part responsible for 
what happened to them. In terms of 
sexual assault, victim blaming takes 
the form of a dangerous and slippery 
slope that keeps both women and men 
from coming forward about the crimes 
committed against them. Perpetrators 
of rape are often repeat offenders, 
meaning, if a victim fails to come for-
ward, that can leave their assailant at 
large and other victims-to-be as prey.
Every 98 seconds, someone in Amer-
ica is sexually assaulted, and 1 in every 6 
women will fall victim to sexual assault, 
according to the Rape, Abuse & Incest 
National Network. It’s fair to say that 
this issue is an epidemic.
So why do we warn women against 
going out alone, suggest they stick to 
the safe side of town and to not show 
too much skin? Why have we invented 
nail polishes that determine whether 
a drink has been spiked, instead of 
focusing on teaching people not to 
spike drinks?
Teaching women to “be safe” and try 
to avoid unsafe situations also leads to 
the incorrect assumption that sexual 
assault and violence are easily and 
straightforwardly preventable. There-
fore, when these terrible crimes do 
occur, the victim feels as if they could 
have done something to prevent it. This 
can lead victims to inwardly blaming 
themselves for the crime committed 
against them.
Jokes about rape are part of the 
problem. “It isn’t rape if you liked 
it.” Not funny. This kind of talk only 
desensitizes the act and culture of 
rape when it should be treated as a 
horrendous and vulgar act. We should 
not be lightheartedly teasing “Rape!” 
when we are being playfully tickled or 
tackled. This demeans what it means 
to be assaulted, makes a joke out of the 
horrible nature of the crime and leaves 
victims of sexual assault feeling as if 
their experience is a joke as well.
Living on a college campus, sexual 
assault prevention and warnings are 
everywhere. I can’t begin to tell you 
how many times I’ve been told to be 
careful when going out simply because 
I’m a woman. Yes, as a woman it is im-
portant to be weary about the potential 
dangers out there, but at the same time, 
men should also be aware of the situ-
ations they’re in and how their actions 
might appear as well.
Time and time again, we hear about 
sexual assault stories in the news where 
the perpetrator is painted as the victim 
of a bad night gone wrong. Just take a 
look at Brock Turner, of Stanford Uni-
versity. He was charged with raping an 
unconscious woman while intoxicated. 
He then blamed alcohol for his actions.
Turner was sentenced to six months 
prison time. The charges he faced had 
a maximum 14-year sentence. He only 
served three months of his time.
His father went on to say that his 
son’s life had been ruined because of 
“20 minutes of action”. What about the 
innocent victim whose life was forever 
changed for the worse?
There are many cases that paint a 
similar picture to this one. It is unfor-
tunate but true that this is the world we 
live in. The truth is we cannot continue 
in this way as a society. 
Unless we can begin to educate 
men and women on how to handle 
themselves in instances where alcohol 
and temptation are present, instead 
of simply encouraging victims to stay 
safe, we cannot get anywhere with this 
problem.
Education is most 
effective way to  
halt sexual assault 
By Peyton.Spanbauer
@iowastatedaily.com
More than one Oscar night controversy 
Sunday night at the 2017 Oscars 
included some highs, and then 
some lows. The wrong winner 
of Best Picture was announced, 
and, not quite as publicized, a 
man who has been accused of 
sexual harassment was awarded 
for his art.
The Oscars are a time-honored 
tradition where the Academy 
awards actors, actresses, produc-
ers, directors, makeup artists, 
costume designers, musicians 
and any other profession that is 
related to the film industry for 
their year’s past work.
Casey Affleck won the 2017 
Oscar for Best Actor for his part 
in the film “Manchester By The 
Sea.” Affleck, who has been ac-
cused of sexually harassing two 
women from the set of the 2010 
film “I’m Still Here,” seemed to 
be unperturbed by the allegations 
brought against him.
Affleck’s victims have de-
scribed allegedly similar experi-
ences, in that they both refused 
his advances, and then things 
got ugly. In the first case brought 
against him, Affleck was accused 
of entering one woman’s bed-
room and lying next to her in 
his shirt and underwear, try-
ing to convince her to engage in 
sexual activities with him. After 
she managed to get him out of 
her room, he enlisted the help of 
his fellow cast mates to intimidate 
and harass her to the point where 
she quit the project.
In the second case, a woman 
who worked on the same film 
with Affleck as the first victim 
refused to share a hotel room 
with Affleck. She later received 
abusive texts from him and also 
quit the project.
The problem that arises from 
this situation is how can some-
one who leads such a disgraceful 
private life be awarded in his pro-
fessional life? Why is it acceptable 
to separate one aspect of a person 
that is dark from their success? Af-
fleck, like many other men in the 
Hollywood lifestyle, are not held 
to the same standards as non-
public figures, and that’s not OK.
It is not OK to reward these 
people who choose to victimize 
their co-workers, their partners 
or any other human being.
Affleck is not the only man to 
receive this special and biased 
treatment. Mel Gibson, Woody 
Allen, Roman Polanski and Emi-
nem have all been accused, con-
victed and yet still rewarded for 
their deplorable life choices. Gib-
son repeatedly verbally abused 
his ex-girlfriend, and those tapes 
were released, but he still won. 
Polanski was convicted of raping 
a child and won, and despite rap-
ping repeatedly about the abusive 
relationship between him and his 
ex-wife, Eminem won. Allen, who 
has been accused by his daughter 
of raping her, won as well.
It is no longer acceptable to 
turn a blind eye to the actions of 
men who choose to be disgraceful 
and violate those who are around 
them. Hollywood has done this 
for too long, and it is time that it 
holds these people accountable 
in the same way we would hold 
any of our neighbors account-
able.
I know right now that if my 
roommate, father or friend knew 
someone who had been accused 
or convicted of any of these types 
of crimes, they would be exiled 
from our community, no longer 
accepted and removed from all 
contact. Why do we allow these 
people into our homes still, and 
why do we ultimately praise and 
support them by paying for their 
products? Because they are good 
actors? It is not enough to excel at 
a craft to be forgiven of all of your 
past indiscretions.
It is time that Hollywood sends 
a message to its leading men that 
if you cannot be worth our time 
offscreen, then you are not worth 
being on-screen. Separating art 
from the artist is a cop-out and 
should have never been intro-
duced as a defense. You are what 
you do; there is no slicing pieces 
of yourself off and only being 
judged for the good parts.
The Academy should take these 
things into consideration when 
it hands out these awards, be-
cause there are certainly people 
who have held Oscars that don’t 
deserve the prestige and career 
boost that comes with one. You 
can make your voice heard by not 
watching these films and speak-
ing against the crimes that have 
been committed. Let them know 
that there is no separation of pri-
vate and personal when you are a 
public figure, and that they must 
be held to the same standards as 
everyone else.
By Angelica.Lawson
@iowastatedaily.com
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Specials start @ 9pm Monday - Thursday $2 games of bowling and $2 shoe rental
•$1 walking 
tacos
•$1 chips 
and salsa
•$7 
domestic 
pitchers
•3.50 
jack/captain 
& cola
•$3 games of 
Laser Tag
•1/2 price 
appetizers
•$10 
buckets of 
Domestics
•ALL DAY•
•2 fer wells
•2 fer pizza 
slices
•Free Pool
•$4 for 6 
wings
• 2 for 1 
Domestic 
Draws
Iowa State kicked off the 
first day of spring practice 
Tuesday morning. Here are 
four takeaways.
Joel Lanning will play 
almost everywhere, includ-
ing defense
At the beginning of the 
fi rst spring practice, senior 
Joel Lanning took reps at 
quarterback. After a few 
reps, he switched from try-
ing to throw the ball to wide 
receivers to trying to keep 
the wide receivers from 
touching the ball.
For the majority of prac-
tice, Lanning wore a white 
No. 7 jersey and patrolled 
the middle of the fi eld as a 
linebacker.
“One thing I’ll tell you 
about Joel is he is one of the 
best athletes on our football 
team,” coach Matt Camp-
bell said. “The reality for 
him is he can do so many 
things for us. I think you’ll 
see, Joel is going to get more 
reps than he’s ever had in 
his life here in the next year. 
I think you’ll see us be very 
creative with Joel as we con-
tinue to move on.”
Lanning entered last sea-
son as the starting quar-
terback but transitioned 
to more of a threat on the 
ground as the season pro-
gressed. Campbell said fans 
will still see Lanning as a 
quarterback in the fall, but 
he also didn’t rule out the 
possibility of him playing 
running back or tight end. 
Campbell’s emphasis is 
fi nding ways to get Lanning 
on the fi eld.
“He should be playing,” 
Campbell said. “He’s one 
of the best athletes on our 
team. If he can help us in 
different areas that can 
strengthen our football pro-
gram, we are really going to 
be diligent in fi nding ways 
he can help us.”
The transition to different 
positions stemmed from a 
conversation at the end of 
the 2016 season. Campbell 
said Lanning told him he 
“just wants to play.”
Campbell said he asked if 
playing defense was some-
thing Lanning would be 
interested in. Lanning was.
Campbell responded, 
“You may be one of our best 
11 players, and there’s a lot 
of guys in the country right 
now playing both ways and 
are doing some really good 
things with it. I think you 
have that kind of ability.”
Campbell said Lanning 
has some “next level abili-
ty,” and the coaching staff is 
trying to help him get there.
“You look at the National 
Football League and what 
the linebackers look like,” 
Campbell said. “They look 
like Joel.”
The offense is going to 
have a lot of versatility
Lanning isn’t the only one 
who will bring multiple dy-
namics to the offense.
Offensive lineman Julian 
Good-Jones has the ability 
to play any of the fi ve spots 
on the offensive line, a trait 
that could prove vital with 
the roster turnover in the 
trenches.
“You lose as many guys 
as we lost on the offensive 
line, it’s kind of wide open,” 
Campbell said.
Redshirt freshman Chase 
Allen is another player who 
will add a unique dynamic 
to Iowa State’s offense with 
his position fl exibility.
In practice, Allen was 
lined up in a multitude of 
different positions while 
working with starting quar-
terback Jacob Park in what 
looked like could be the 
fi rst-team offense.
Campbell said Allen has 
the ability as a tight end to 
play in close with the of-
fensive line, go out wide as a 
wide receiver, be in the slot 
or even play in the backfi eld 
as a fullback-type player.
“To have a healthy Chase 
Allen gives our offense a 
whole other dimension,” 
Campbell said.
Another redshirt fresh-
man who will get a long 
look this spring is Dylan 
Soehner. Soehner, a 6-foot-
7, 283-pound tight end, 
looks the part of an offen-
sive lineman or a blocking 
tight end, but Campbell said 
he can see Soehner carving 
out a role on this team with 
his ability to run and catch 
the football.
This team looks the part 
physically
Campbell let out a small 
chuckle when he was asked 
about the physical size of 
the members of his defen-
sive line. Last season, the 
man clogging up the middle 
was Demond Tucker, who 
was listed at 6 feet. This 
season, the defensive line 
will be headlined by Matt 
Leo (6-foot-7), Ray Lima 
(310 pounds) and other big 
bodies.
“We actually look like a 
Division I defensive line,” 
Campbell said. “That part 
is really good. The key there 
is we look like it. Now we 
have to understand how to 
play like it.”
The offensive line is no 
slouch physically either.
Redshirt senior Jake Cam-
pos missed all of last season 
with a leg injury after start-
ing 23 games in his career 
before the injury.
“For Jake Campos to have 
surgery, to get where he’s 
at right now and not really 
miss a rep all winter long, 
which was really impressive 
to me,” Campbell said. “He 
looks really close, physical-
ly, to getting himself close to 
100 percent.”
Campos stands at 6-foot-
8, as does the potential 
starter on the other end 
of the offensive line, Sean 
Foster.
The size doesn’t stop 
there on offense for the Cy-
clones. Wide receivers Ha-
keem Butler (6-foot-6), Allen 
Lazard (6-foot-5) and Matt 
Eaton (6-foot-4) will present 
an intimidating matchup 
for smaller cornerbacks this 
season.
Other notes
• Campbell said it was too 
early to comment on wheth-
er  recently-suspended 
cornerback Mike Johnson 
would play a down for Iowa 
State this season. Johnson 
was arrested last week on 
domestic assault charges.
• Defensive end Seth Ner-
ness is likely going to trans-
fer, Campbell said.
• Linebacker Brian Mills 
“kind of just retired,” Camp-
bell said. Mills will fi nish his 
degree and start working.
•  Running back Mike 
Warren has been turning 
heads this offseason.
“If you asked our coach-
es and our strength staff 
who really impressed you 
since we’ve been back in 
the weight room, it would 
be Mike,” Campbell said. 
“That’s a tribute to him, 
and sometimes we have to 
go through a little adversity 
to get our best out. Mike will 
be back and we’ll see him 
better than ever.”
By Austin.Anderson
@iowastatedaily.com
Alec Giljohann/Iowa State Daily
Senior Joel Lanning takes reps at the linebacker position during Iowa State’s first spring practice Tuesday. 
“One thing I’ll tell you about Joel is he is one of the best athletes on our football team,” coach Matt Campbell said.
Lanning sees time on o ense, defense in practice
Emily Blobaum/Iowa State Daily
Iowa State senior Matt 
Thomas celebrates a 
3-pointer during the 
team’s senior night game 
against Oklahoma State 
on Tuesday. 
With nine minutes left in the game 
on Tuesday night at Hilton Coliseum, 
Monté Morris looked over to the media 
table.
“I’m going to get it. Triple-double,” 
he mouthed.
He had called his shot.
Over the next nine-minute span, 
Morris and No. 24 Iowa State (20-9, 
12-5 Big 12) struggled to put away 
Oklahoma State (20-10, 9-8) — a team 
that had won five straight games before 
Tuesday.
Yet it was Morris — who put up 12 
points, 11 assists and nine rebounds, 
just one shy of the triple-double mark 
on senior night — who came up with a 
steal with less than 10 seconds left in 
the game. 
That steal resulted in an easy layup 
on the next play to push Iowa State to 
a five-point lead.
From there, the Cyclones held on, 
coming up with an 86-83 win.
“Senior nights are tough, man,” Iowa 
State coach Steve Prohm said. “I love 
senior nights. I’m just so happy. I just 
was praying that we’d win for these 
guys. They had an amazing career here, 
and I just want to go celebrate and lis-
ten to these guys talk.”
Iowa State’s four starting seniors — 
Morris, Naz Mitrou-Long, Matt Thomas 
and Deonte Burton — took their final 
home game at Hilton Coliseum in full 
stride. Thomas put up 25 points, shoot-
ing 7-of-11 from behind the arc. Burton 
dropped 20. Mitrou-Long added 17.
“We haven’t had them all four play 
great in one night,” Prohm said. “To-
night we did that and we beat a really 
good team.”
Oh, and don’t forget about Morris’ 
near triple-double.
“[Morris has] been great defensively 
for us,” Prohm said. “I’m proud of him. 
He’s made a statement I think over the 
last couple weeks.”
Following Tuesday night, Iowa State 
has won its sixth straight game. It now 
sits alone in second place in the Big 12 
Conference with just one game left in 
the regular season — a bout on Friday 
in Morgantown, West Virginia, against 
No. 11 West Virginia.
A win there would all but assure the 
Cyclones a spot as the 2-seed in the 
Big 12 Championships, which start 
next week in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and mark their third win over a ranked 
opponent in a month.
That, Prohm said, is a credit to his 
seniors.
“We’ve got great senior leadership,” 
Prohm said. “We’ve got great kids. I 
think we’ve grown up a lot.”
By Ryan.Young
@iowastatedaily.com
INDIVIDUAL STATS
Iowa State
Matt Thomas: 25 points, 5 assists, 3 rebounds
Naz Mitrou-Long: 17 points, 4 rebounds
Monte Morris: 12 points, 10 assists, 9 rebounds
Oklahoma State
Jawun Evans: 26 points, 6 assists, 4 rebounds
Phil Forte: 12 points, 4 rebounds
Je rey Carroll: 7 points, 10 rebounds
SENIORS GO 
OUT ON TOP 
Style comes in all 
shapes and sizes
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Courtesy of Wyatt Smith
Wyatt Smith, sophomore 
in apparel, merchandising 
and design, mixes high 
fashion and street wear.
Courtesy of Leah Beman
Leah Beman, sophomore 
in elementary education, 
believes that her style is 
different day to day.
Kennedy DeRaedt/
Iowa State Daily
Ebere Agwuncha, 
sophomore in pre-
architecture, likes 
loose clothing for 
layering.
Courtesy of Sarah 
Etheridge
Sarah Etheridge, 
junior in perform-
ing arts, credits 
theater with her 
bold style.
Destinie Phomsouvanh, 
junior in apparel,  mer-
chandising and design, 
hosted a Beautycounter 
social event last week on 
the Iowa State campus.
Beautycounter,  a na-
tionally-recognized brand, 
is known for its skin care, 
makeup and other per-
sonal care products. Its 
mission is to “get safer 
products into the hands 
of everyone.”
Beautycounter recog-
nizes that the increase in 
serious health issues, such 
as cancer and infertility, 
can be linked to unsafe 
chemicals in products that 
many of us use daily. 
According to the com-
pany, the Food and Drug 
Administration has not 
banned many of the un-
safe chemicals in beauty 
products.
Beautycounter provides 
safer products to its cus-
tomers. It created the rep-
utable “Never” list on its 
website, which contains 
a list of unsafe chemicals 
i t  has  banned from i ts 
products. This is one of 
the reasons Phomsouvanh 
wanted to introduce Beau-
tycounter and its products 
to Iowa State students.
“It’s a great beauty prod-
uct, and it’s on a great col-
lege budget,” Phomsou-
vanh said. “I think it’s very 
important to use products 
that are healthy for your 
skin.”
She mentioned the dif-
ferences she noticed in her 
skin since she began using 
Beautycounter.
“I’ve never really spoke 
about this in public, but I 
kind of break out in rash-
es a lot,” Phomsouvanh 
said. “I kind of have a — 
not red complexion but 
like red bumps. So ever 
since I started using Beau-
tycounter, they’ve gone 
away. I don’t break out as 
much, and it’s really been 
good for my skin.”
Phomsouvanh’s favorite 
product is her foundation.
“Just because I use it ev-
ery single day,” she said. 
“I  want to say I  bought 
it in like early June and I 
haven’t had to buy a new 
o n e ,  w h i c h  i s  n i c e  b e -
cause it’s lasted me over 
six months. So it’s totally 
worth it.”
After the Beautycounter 
consultant gave a presen-
tation on the brand and 
all it has to offer, students 
were invited to test the 
products. 
Many of the students fell 
in love with the smell of 
the Nourishing Rosewater 
Mist and the Sugar Body 
Scrub in Lemongrass. The 
aesthetic of the brand’s 
packaging also caught the 
eye of many.
Beautycounter’s prod-
ucts are sold online and 
during events that Beau-
t y c o u n t e r  c o n s u l t a n t s 
host.
Style is something that differs from person to 
person, making it a unique form of self expres-
sion. Many factors such as personal preference, 
location and sizing come into play when choos-
ing which garments to wear or purchase.
Ebere Agwuncha, sophomore in pre-
architecture, considers herself to be “ur-
ban style with a tomboy look” but still 
struggles with fi nding pieces that fi t right 
because she is 5 feet 11 inches tall.
“I think my style is unique because in 
a way, I kind of dress like a guy but in a 
girly way, and not a lot of girls do that,” 
Agwuncha said. “Like literally, a guy 
could wear any of my clothes and still 
look fi ne in them.”
Agwuncha pays attention to fi t when 
choosing her clothing.
“It’s just [about] fi nding something 
that fi ts easily and that isn’t too long, 
because I like wearing loose clothing, 
so just making sure that the clothes 
are long enough and that they fi t well 
enough so that I can layer them is im-
portant,” Agwuncha said.
Sarah Etheridge, junior in performing arts, 
runs into issues with sizing on occasion as well 
but has learned how to beat the system.
Etheridge transferred to Iowa State after 
attending an art school in Chicago, which she 
said “really helped cement the idea of being 
bold and unapologetic with what you love and 
what you wear.”
“I sometimes encounter problems with siz-
ing, but most of it comes from the inconsisten-
cies across brands,” Etheridge said. “I tend to 
do most of my shopping at thrift stores, so over 
the years, I’ve gotten really good at knowing 
what will fi t me just based on what it looks like. 
I used to always have problems with jeans, but 
since I’ve altered my wardrobe to not include 
them, I fi nd life is a lot easier when it comes 
to shopping.”
Thrifting is common among students. Not 
only can you fi nd unique and vintage pieces 
but they’re also typically cheap and afford-
able, and sizing is often spread out, making it 
easier to fi nd items that fi t right.
“I have a lot of pieces from thrift 
stores,” Agwuncha said. “You 
have to look to fi nd good things, 
but once you fi nd those staple 
pieces, like maybe a bomber 
[jacket] or something, you’ll 
be able to dress it however 
you want with the basics that 
you have.”
When it comes to per-
sonal style, everyone 
knows what they like 
and what fits their 
personality.
“I’ve always been 
very bold when it 
comes to fashion,” Etheridge said. “My 
mother let me dress myself when I was 
really young… I’ve never matched a 
singular aesthetic, but I’m constantly 
bouncing around several, fi nding 
practical uses for my clothing in 
different event contexts.”
Etheridge said she likes fash-
ion that reveals personality.
“I like fashion that isn’t lim-
ited to what looks good on 
you but also translates your 
personality,” Etheridge said. “I 
like to walk in a room and know 
that no one else there looks like 
I do, and I’ve embraced that in 
my fashion.”
Leah Beman, sophomore in 
elementary education, believes 
her style ranges from day to day and 
isn’t narrowed down to one singular 
description.
“I don’t really like to follow trends,” Be-
man said. “I like to just kind of wear what I 
want and go with it. I’ve never really been 
scared of what other people think. 
“Since I was probably in middle school 
or high school, I’ve defi nitely always been 
that way.”
Wyatt Smith, sophomore in apparel, mer-
chandising and design, has his own sense of 
style described as “high fashion mixed with 
street wear.”
Struggles with clothing aren’t just limited 
to sizing. 
Living in the Midwest, which isn’t typically 
seen as a fashion powerhouse like New York 
or Los Angeles, can be harrowing trying to 
fi nd the latest trends around town.
“For the clothes themselves in 
Iowa, we defi nitely kind of get the 
wave of trends at least a year or 
two later than everywhere else, 
so my issue with shopping has 
always been that I’ve always 
had to do it online, and I just 
kind of have to guess if it 
would fit and just hope 
that the quality was 
good,” Smith said.
Clothing is different 
for everyone, which is 
the fun of it. Unique-
ness and distinctive-
ness are what make 
up people’s styles and 
aesthetics in the world 
of fashion. 
E v e r y  b o d y  t y p e 
is different, and not 
everyone is going to 
have the same taste 
in clothing, but that is 
what creates the idea 
of not being limited to 
something and stand-
ing apart from others.
Olivia Hanson/Iowa State Daily
Beautycounter is known for its skin care, makeup and other personal care products. The brand’s products 
are sold online and during events that Beautycounter consultants host. 
Editors Note: 
We’re in the midst of 
fashion weeks across the 
world, when the things about 
fashion that isolate so many 
of us are highlighted. From 
the size of the models, to the 
clothes outside most budgets, 
the fashion world seems to 
turn against the everyday.
In the middle of this 
we celebrate Body Image 
Awareness Week.
Style cannot be shown 
in one example. It is  a 
diverse, inclusive, unique 
presentation of personality. 
- Maggie Curry, Style Editor
By Mika.Brust
@iowastatedaily.com
By Olivia.Hanson
@iowastatedaily.com
Company brings safe beauty to campus
Jackson Cleaning Service
Call us at 231-3649
•Residential Cleaning
•Getting Your Home
Ready For the Market
•Windows
•Deep Cleaning
• Sorority& Fraternity
References • Insured & Bonded • 27 Years Experience • Gift Cards Available
• RENTALS: 
Guaranteed Your Rental
Deposit Back!
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LUNCH5$
SAVE $1
ON THE PURCHASE 
OF A BLIZZARD*
(small, medium or large)
SAVE $1
ON ANY 
SPECAL COMBO
Coupon Expires 5/31/17
Limit 1 Coupon per order per visit. 
Not valid on $5 lunch
Please present this coupon before ordering. 
Redeemable only on items selling at regular price. This 
coupon not redeemable with any other coupon offer and 
is valid only at partcipating Dairy Queen® Stores
Coupon Expires 5/31/17
Limit 1 Coupon per order per visit. 
Please present this coupon before ordering. 
Redeemable only on items selling at regular price. This coupon not re-
deemable with any other coupon offer and is valid only at partcipating 
Dairy Queen® Stores
AMES  ●  BOONE  ●  STORY CITY
EVERYDAY 11–4
Maplewood Apartments
1108 S 4th Street
2-3 Bedroom Units Include:
water, cable, internet, 
free parking, on CyRide route
www.rentshriver@gmail.com
515-460-6660
Summer/Seasonal Posi-
tions Available A variety 
of summer (3-4 months) 
and seasonal (4-9 months) 
positions available, work-
ing for the City of West Des 
Moines Parks and Recreation 
and Public Services Depart-
ments.  Postings periodically 
updated. Go to www.wdm.
iowa.gov for description, sal-
ary and to apply on-line.  Any 
questions can be directed 
to Human Resources at 515-
222-3616 or humanresourc-
es@wdm.iowa.gov.  Equal 
Opportunity Employer
Earn up to $1000 and more 
a week to assemble our disc 
cases from home.  www.
DiscJob.com
1,2,3 & 4 Bedroom apart-
ments and houses available 
August 1st. All Close to 
campus. Call 515-291-7000 
for details.
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conversation, I completely cut him 
off.”
As for the friends who pressured 
her to go the party, some believed 
her, some did not.
A month later, she began her fresh-
man year at Iowa State, but the ac-
tions of her perpetrator would haunt 
her as she tried to adapt to college life.
She began to withdraw from her 
friends. She refused to seek help. And 
though she branched out and made 
friends in her residence hall, that was 
the extent of her social experience.
“Freshman year I attempted sui-
cide by trying to overdose,” Pernell 
said. “My roommate had to wake 
me up because it wasn’t enough to 
do it, but it was enough that I was 
knocked out.”
While her mental health deterio-
rated, her academics suffered. By the 
end of her first semester, she was on 
academic warning. By the end of her 
second semester, she was on proba-
tion. By the end of her third, she was 
dismissed.
Pernell attributes it all to that 
one night. To that one party.
Every sexual assault 
survivors experience 
is different; howev-
er, there are some 
c o m m o n  e l e -
ments. Alcohol. 
M a n i p u l a -
tion. Men-
tal health 
problems. 
Absence 
of con-
sent.
Yet, for Pernell and many others, 
the color of their skin and the way 
in which they self identify adds new 
barriers on to the already complex 
issue of sexual assault.
Pernell is an African-American 
woman, and, according to the Wom-
en of Color Network, for every Afri-
can-American woman who reports 
being sexually assaulted, there are 
15 who don’t.
Sexual assault, and the mental 
health problems it brings about, 
aren’t topics open for discussion 
in many black communities. Of-
tentimes, victims cannot find sup-
port within their families and friend 
groups. They don’t go to the police 
because they don’t trust law enforce-
ment.
Vanessa McNeal, a sexual as-
sault survivor who works as a public 
speaker and filmmaker focusing on 
sexual assault, said higher rates of 
childhood sex- u a l 
assault, 
coupled with a distrust in law en-
forcement and rampant homopho-
bia creates a “culture of silence” that 
hurts victims.
“I know for sure in 
the black communi-
ties that when there’s 
survivors of sexual 
violence they’re less 
likely to report to 
the police,” McNeal 
said. “And that’s just 
because of a distrust 
and disconnect that 
they have with law 
enforcement and the 
system in general be-
cause systematically, 
minorities, especially 
African-Americans, 
are  cont inuously 
abused by the system.”
However, McNeal also noted that 
the resilience in the coping styles 
of black families can be a point of 
strength for victims, depend-
i n g  o n  h o w  a  f a m -
ily responds to the 
abuse.
A t  t h e 
s a m e 
t i m e , 
t h e 
r i f t 
between law enforcement and black 
communities, as well as high profile 
cases like that of Brock Turner, dis-
courages victims from reporting.
When victims don’t report, per-
petrators aren’t prosecuted. When 
perpetrators aren’t prosecuted, vic-
tims don’t feel that their report will 
mean anything.
Skin color isn’t the only barrier 
that sexual assault victims in under-
represented demographics face. 
For those in the LGBT community, 
studies show that they may have an 
increased risk of sexual assault on a 
national scale. Here at Iowa State, it’s 
no different.
In 2015, Iowa State University 
published a campus climate survey 
on sexual assault and sexual mis-
conduct.
It found that sexual assault among 
non-heterosexual individuals was 
more than twice as prevalent as it 
was for heterosexual individuals.
For transgender individuals, 
distrust became a common motif 
in the report. The study defined 
the population as transgender, 
genderqueer, non-conforming, 
or questioning (TGQN).
It found that overall, fewer 
TGQN students believed that 
university officials would take 
a report of a sexual assault 
seriously. Furthermore, few-
er TGQN students believed 
that the university would 
protect them, conduct a 
fair investigation or take 
action against the of-
fender.
Margo Foreman, di-
rector of equal oppor-
tunities at Iowa State, 
believes that what 
the study showed 
is reflective of the 
nation as a whole.
For  a l l 
marginalized groups, the intersec-
tionality among skin color, poverty, 
sexual orientation and life experi-
ences can be the 
building blocks of 
the barriers that 
keep them from 
seeking help.
However, as it is 
with all problems, 
the first step to 
a solution is ac-
knowledgment. 
When it  comes 
to sexual assault, 
that acknowledg-
ment comes from 
reporting.
ISU Police offi-
cer Anthony Gre-
iter, the depart-
ment’s community outreach special-
ist as well as a member of the Story 
County Sexual Assault Response 
Team (SART), said the first step, and 
sometimes the hardest, is getting in 
the door.
Despite the barrier, ISU PD has a 
liaison who works closely with LGBT 
Student Services to increase student 
awareness about services that exist 
on campus. Greiter said that because 
of this, they have seen an increase in 
LGBT students coming forward and 
reporting.
For Greiter, McNeal and Foreman, 
an increase in reported sexual as-
saults is a good thing, at least for now.
“Reports should be rising because 
we’re educating people. But they 
shouldn’t keep rising,” Foreman said.
Iowa State is trying to increase 
trust and reporting among students, 
but that is not an easy task.
“It’s moving a big rock uphill,” 
Foreman said.
Pernell’s story doesn’t end with 
her dismissal.
After leaving Iowa State, she en-
rolled at DMACC. Her current boy-
friend encouraged her to seek help, 
and she eventually saw a counselor 
at the Student Counseling Services 
at Iowa State.
She made the dean’s list during 
her first semester at DMACC and 
was able to re-enroll at Iowa State 
shortly after. Pernell is now a senior 
in child, adult and family services. 
She’s been on the dean’s list for the 
last four semesters.
McNeal said that when discussing 
sexual assault, there is a quote she 
always falls back on:
Start being comfortable with the 
things that are uncomfortable, and 
become being uncomfortable with the 
things that are comfortable.
“What that means is that this con-
versation is really difficult to talk 
about but it’s really important,” 
McNeal said. “We need to start 
being uncomfortable with 
the fact that we perpetuate 
sexual violence. We live 
in a rape culture, and 
that’s comfortable 
with us now.”
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